Dear all,
Week Two of Paul Connett’s tour of NZ:
1. REMINDER – Public meetings coming up
1. Volcano Radio 
1. Wellington NewstalkZB – what a shame!
1. Good turnout at Wellington Meeting
1. Auckland meetings
1. Submission Time Again
1. The Greens candidate ranking
1. Good newspaper articles
1. REMINDER – Public meetings coming up
Firstly, just a quick reminder that Paul will be speaking in Havelock North tonight (Monday the 4th), Dunedin (Sunday the 10th), New Plymouth (Tuesday the 12th) and Hamilton (Saturday the 16th) see http://www.fannz.org.nz/paulconnett.php for more details. 
2. Volcano Radio
Volcano Radio http://www.volcanoradio.co.nz/index.php in Christchurch gave a really good interview of Paul which hopefully reminded and inspired Cantabrians to keep fluoride out of their water.  It is disgusting that there has been renewed effort to fluoridate Christchurch while people are grappling with getting their lives back on track. See attached article in The Press.
3. Wellington NewstalkZB – what a shame!
Our delight at getting some mainstream media interest was turned to disappointment after the Sean Plunket interview on Monday morning.  Sean’s interview with Paul was challenging but was still okay as Paul handled himself extremely well.  However, the interview was followed by an interview with Martin Lee from the NZ Dental Association.  Sean treated Martin Lee in a completely different manner and instead of posing hard questions, handed him the pro-fluoride arguments on a platter. For instance “Wouldn’t you need to drink 50,000 litres of water in one day to kill yourself?” For most people the adverse health effects come from the cumulative exposure to fluoride like the cumulative exposure to cigarettes.  But what was worse was that Sean insisted on linking Paul and the anti-fluoridation argument to conspiracy theories.  Regardless of whether there are any conspiracies, and regardless of whether people who are against fluoridation also believe in any conspiracy theories, the argument Paul is presenting is based purely on the FACTS. 
In this respect, it was a pity that Sean Plunket had made no apparent effort either to read Paul's book or even sort out reviews of it. It is one thing to attack someone when you know a lot about a subject but to attack someone, who has spent 15 years researching the issue (with no axe to grind) and just published a book with two other scientists, shows very little humility or respect.
If you would like to listen go here http://www.newstalk.co.nz/thisweek/hourrecswn/Mon,%20Mar%2028%2009.00%20TRN-NEWSTALK-ZB-WGN.asf (13 minutes in).
4. Good Turnout at Wellington Meeting  
The day ended on a better note, however, with at least 130 (or maybe even 150) people attending the Wellington meeting.  Considering we never had any mainstream media coverage or adverts in the paper or on the radio, this was a great turnout.  I’d really like to thank all the people who helped to get this meeting off the ground.  It’s been a real community effort and shows that there really is a groundswell happening in Wellington that we need to capitalise on.
5. Auckland Meetings
Over the week, Paul has presented at both the Auckland University and the Grey Lynn community Hall.  The Uni meeting was organised by young Uni students who are trying to get this information into the mainstream medical world so that our health professionals are more informed.
The Grey Lynn meeting was organised jointly by The Awareness party (http://www.theawarenessparty.com/) and Uncensored Magazine (www.uncensored.co.nz).  Here’s what Lisa from The Awareness Party had to say:
Paul’s presentation was a delight; so informative, and delivered so professionally, but with a sense of humour.
Did you know that a bottle fed baby in NZ get’s 200 times the fluoride that a breast fed baby gets – or that the FDA has never approved fluoride in drinking water?
These are facts from Paul’s presentation that people can relate to and use again.
The hall was full of people, mostly from the two hosting groups – The Awareness Party and Uncensored Magazine, although there was a group from the dental school who attempted a challenge. Paul was admirable in the relaxed way he answered the questions with scientific knowledge being on his side.
5. Submission Time Again
Councils around the country are once again asking for submissions on their Draft Annual Plans.  FANNZ has started putting in submissions to all councils that have fluoridation (see http://www.fannz.org.nz/fluoridationstatusofcouncils.php) but unfortunately we missed the cut-off date for Auckland which was the 1st of April.  See here for dates of Submissions http://www.fannz.org.nz/resources.php. 
6. The Greens Candidate Ranking 
The Greens are asking their members to rank their candidate list for this year’s elections.  There are some high ranking Greens who are in favour of fluoridation and aerial poisoning, and others such as Steffan Browning, who are not.  Would someone in the Green Party please email all candidates and ask their position of fluoridation, 1080 and Brodificoum aerial poisoning. We will then upload to our web site for all Greens on this list to see who to rank highly and who not too. 
7. Good News Items
The Maori News, Te Kaea, had really good item last Saturday but unfortunately I don’t have a link as I can’t find it on the site. The DomPost, Upper Hutt Leader and The Wellingtonian had this http://www2.fluoridealert.org/Alert/New-Zealand/Academic-trio-add-substance-to-fluoride-debate and the Kapiti News had this excellent article http://www2.fluoridealert.org/Alert/New-Zealand/Lack-of-health-studies-into-fluoride-in-water-s-effects-is-troubling.
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