Dear all,
Week Three of Paul Connett’s tour of NZ, one more week to go:
1. REMINDER – Public meetings coming up
1. Hawke’s Bay – Leading the Way
1. Hamilton – Following On
1. Taumarunui Looking at Stopping Fluoridation
1. New Plymouth also has F on their Agenda
1. Lower Hutt and Upper Hutt – First Tentative Steps
1. NFIS and Submissions – Crucial to Take Action
1. Update on Greens Candidate Ranking
1. Just in from Dunedin – by Paul Connett
1. REMINDER – Public meetings coming up
Firstly, just a quick reminder that Paul will be speaking in New Plymouth on Tuesday the 12th and Hamilton Saturday the 16th see http://www.fannz.org.nz/paulconnett.php for more details.  
2. Hawke’s Bay – Leading the Way
We had two great days in Hawke’s Bay.  Hawke’s Bay has the greatest proportion of really active people who are really getting out there and doing something. They are being led by Angela Hair.  If you have not done so already go here http://www.nofluoride.co.nz/ to get emails and be involved with the Hastings local action group.
The public meeting in Havelock North was well attended with over 100 people. But the highlight was the workshop put on by the Hastings District Council.  See this post on BayBuzz http://www.baybuzz.co.nz/archives/4680 to get the feel of the day.  The packed chamber was 80 members of the public (not 60). Awesome effort Hastings! The mayor said something to the effect of “Fluoridation is a contentious issue with councillors often being reluctant to deal with it.  However, I am determined to have the issue resolved on my watch”.  So things are definitely going to happen in Hastings, whether that is a referendum or a community consultation remains to be seen. 
3. Hamilton – Following On
There’s also a very active group of citizens in Hamilton so this is sure to be another hot spot.  Paul will also be presenting to the Hamilton City Council in a workshop on Thursday the 14th at 10.30. We believe Medical Officer of Health, Felicity Dumble will be presenting the Case for Fluoridation on behalf of the DHB. Hamilton City Council has the same type of format as Hastings organised for Thursday.  The workshop will start at 10.30 and is open to the public.  However, if people attend this meeting it will strictly be as observers, as it was in Hastings, as it is a chance for councillors to ask questions etc.   We have been advised now that it will be better for people to attend the public meeting rather than the Council Workshop as the Council is already aware of the high level of concern in Hamilton.
4. Taumarunui Looking at Stopping Fluoridation
The Ruapehu-Taumarunui District Council has this on its Draft Annual Plan:
Council is asking for public feedback on whether or not to continue with fluoridation of the Taumarunui water supply, the only water supply in the district that currently has fluoridation. The MOH is supportive of fluoridation of water supplies for health reasons, which can be found at the ministry’s website www.moh.govt.nz. Others for example the Fluoride Action Network (FAN), disagree with the ministry and information for this opposing view is available on its website www.fannz.org.nz. Copies of the main points for the MOH and FAN are available at all council offices for any person who wishes to be informed about this information.
Please read all the views and submit your thoughts.’
Please forward this message to anyone and everyone you know in Taumarunui.  They now have the chance to speak up and get this stopped.  To help the councillors be more informed, Paul Connett will be giving them a half hour presentation before their council meeting on Tuesday.  As this is an ordinary council meeting it will be open to the public.
5. New Plymouth also has F on its Agenda
Lucky New Plymouth also has the chance to have fluoridation stopped this year. The Council has resolved to have a Tribunal style hearing sometime between August and October. People will be able to present their views as they did in 2002.  However, the Council is looking to have a district-wide policy so if people are not careful, the Council could vote to extend fluoridation to Inglewood, Oakura and Okato.  Hopefully the public meeting/talk by Paul Connett on Tuesday will provide the opportunity for New Plymouth people to establish a strong, local network to make sure fluoridation is given the big heave-ho it deserves.
6. Lower Hutt and Upper Hutt – First Tentative Steps
Paul has now presented to both councils, with 5 councillors coming to hear him in Upper Hutt last week.  I believe from the murmurings of the councillors that there is now a willingness to get this on the Agenda and discussed within these communities.
7. Submissions – Crucial to Take Action
As advised in earlier bulletins the MOH have set up a new National Fluoridation Information Service.  See here http://www.fannz.org.nz/whattheministryofhealthsays.php for what it’s all about. From what we can gather they have sent this PR to every elected representative in the country.  They want the whole country fluoridated. 
Therefore, it is really important to send a submission to your council.
Dates and email addresses are available at http://www.fannz.org.nz/resources.php.  Most councils are taking submissions NOW so make sure you get in before it closes.
8. The Greens Candidate Ranking
We’ve had trouble getting the contact details of Green candidates so I’m not sure if we will be able to do this by the closing dates for membership ranking of the 18th of April. Check www.fannz.org.nz to see if we have managed it.
9. Just in from Dunedin - By Paul Connett
I concluded my trip to Dunedin today with a talk in downtown Dunedin. About 65 people came - practically every seat was taken in a fairly small hall. I began the meeting by presenting Dr. Bruce Spittle with FAN's 2009 Albert Burgstahler Scientific Integrity Award for his long term contribution to both the fluoridation debate and fluoride research while maintaining scrupulous scientific integrity in all he has written and done.
A fairly broad cross section of the community attended and included half a dozen students from the local university that refused to have me talk on campus! All listened intently including a journalist from the Otago Daily Times which yesterday ran a short article on the meeting plus photo. http://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/155483/campaigner-against-fluoride-speak Fingers crossed for more good coverage to come.

The best thing about the meeting was that at the end a group of about 8 people sat down together and formed a group to continue the battle. They are calling themselves Fluoride Free Dunedin and aim to hold a meeting once a month. They will be making their own web site and plan to make a submission to the council (due next Tuesday). They will be networking with FAN NZ. They got my message, "The expert can sharpen the nail but you need the weight of public opinion to drive the nail home!"
As I leave Dunedin I am so pleased with the notion that Bruce is still there to fight this battle but doesn't have to carry the ball alone.
Keep up the good work everyone!
 
Mary
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