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P O Box 9804

Marion Square

Wellington

20th November 2007

Fluoridation of townships in Clutha District

Dear Councillors,

I am writing on behalf of Fluoride Action Network New Zealand.  We are a group of concerned citizens who are actively working toward ending fluoridation in New Zealand.  We are also part of a larger international organisation, that is growing in momentum.  We have been researching this subject for years and through the international organisations we are kept up-to-date with what’s happening around the world.

Because of the referendum result in Clutha district we understand you will now be undertaking some type of review into fluoridation.  We believe there is compelling evidence that fluoridation is harmful to health and is not even effective at reducing dental decay.  

Growing Evidence of Harm
There is growing evidence that fluoride is harmful to health in many ways.  Fluoride is now linked to, among other things:

· lowered IQ

· attention deficit and hyperactivity disorder

· bone cancer in young makes

· an increase in cancer rates generally

· arthritis

· thyroid dysfunction

· dental fluorosis

Council’s need for up-to-date information
These are very serious health concerns, resulting in an increasing need for the authorities responsible for the clean supply of water to their populations, to study the latest information.  The amount of scientific research published since 1995 on the dangers, and lack of benefit, of water fluoridation is overwhelming. The documented dangers far exceed the list above. This has led the highly respected and independent (on the issue of fluoridation) US Environment Working Group to state “There is more evidence against fluoridation today than we had against DDT when it was banned.”

Councillors should note that:

· Belgium has banned all fluoride supplements; not just water fluoridation

· Fluoridation is illegal in Sweden and the Netherlands, and rejected by all continental European Governments
· It is internationally accepted that fluoride’s benefit is entirely or almost entirely by surface action, not from fluoridating water, which does not have a surface effect.

· Hawaii recently passed a bylaw making fluoridation illegal

· Quebec has voted to cease fluoridation on 1 April 2008 unless the government passes a mandatory fluoridation law

· Since the ADA’s infant formula warning several US communities have either dropped plans to fluoridate, or stopped fluoridating the water supply

· Juneau, Alaska, recently stopped fluoridation and put the question to referendum. The vote was overwhelmingly against fluoridation. 

· The Hutt City Council has recently agreed to update their web site with to ensure that Hutt City residents are made aware of the US Public Health Service’s Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the American Dental Association’s (ADA) 2006 warning that infant formula should not be made up with fluoridated water.  

· the US National Research Council (NRC) completed a 3 year review by a panel of 12 experts in which they identified a no known safe level for fluoride
We are therefore requesting that members of our group be given time to present all the information we have come across in the same way that the Ministry of Health will be providing you with information.   We also think this is an ideal opportunity for the Clutha District Council to reassess the current fluoridation of Balclutha.

Yours faithfully,

Mary Byrne (04) 972-6249

Mark Atkin (04) 565-1056

Fluoride Action Network New Zealand.
