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	AGM 2004

The next AGM will be held in Taupo on Sunday 22 February 2004 at 11:00 am.

	The venue will be posted on the web site.

Nominations for the following positions must be with the Secretary/Treasurer, P O Box 9804 Marion Square Wellington, by 25 January 2004:

Secretary/Treasurer;

National Co-ordinator;

Publicity Officer;

Membership Secretary;

Up to five committee members

Nominations will be posted on the web site by 30 January 2004.

Proxy votes must be received by the Secretary/Treasurer by 18 February 2004 and must specify the name or names of the candidate(s) voted for.

It would help with the organisation of the AGM if those intended to attend would let the committee know. (e-mail info@fannz.org.nz; ph/fax 04 5651056; P O Box 9804 Marion Square, Wellington)


National Co-ordinator's Report, 2003.

Fluoride Action Network (NZ) was formed at an inaugural meeting in Taupo on 8 January 2003. Don Church and Imelda Hitchcock from the South Island, who have been involved in this issue for many years, subsequently joined the committee. Two of the Committee members were immediately engaged in the battle in Hamilton, which will continue at the next local body elections. This battle has resulted in additional expertise becoming available to FAN(NZ). 

This year has been largely one of getting some essential groundwork done, to shift the battle against fluoridation up a gear or two from past efforts ? to establish a national network with shared resources and a strong public profile.

Firstly, our web site was launched in October, and contains much information specific to NZ, as well as the most comprehensive history of fluoridation available on the web, as far as I can tell. We have also produced a comprehensive professional-looking flyer, in addition to the bullet-pointed flyer we continue use as well. Our thanks to Val for the "market research" on this ? finding out what was important to the public and what wasn?t.

We are also working on a PowerPoint presentation which can be used by anyone presenting the case against fluoridation. It is important that those fighting this battle have access to the best information available, professionally presented, and do not have to rely entirely on their own resources.

We have prepared a discussion paper for the Green Party, and provided additional information, and are corresponding with one of the other parties in Parliament. 

The parent body, Fluoride Action Network, run by Paul Connett, has initiated an international strategy. FAN(NZ) maintains a member on its international board.

In light of the secret meetings the Ministry of Health has been co-ordinating for the last 2 years or more, it is imperative that FAN(NZ) become known as quickly as possible as the focus of information about, and opposition to, fluoridation. A primary task for 2004 is to establish a network throughout all communities in NZ, so that we can quickly co-ordinate a response to any moves from the Ministry of Health/ local DHB. Any help with this from our members will be of immense value. It is also important to lift FAN(NZ) public profile, so that we become known as the authority and first point of reference for journalists in NZ for the anti-fluoridation view on this issue.

We have the expertise and commitment amongst current and prospective committee members to get things moving. Let?s make it happen. I would like to thank all members for their support in 2003 and in the future.

Mark Atkin, acting National Co-ordinator.

