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Fluoride issue may go
to city referendum
ByCHflSMoRRIS

Mosgiel seeks third meeting
By !0lTH SqH0FlELD

Otago and Southland District
Health Boad referendums held dur-
ing lastye-ar 's Vote Ftuoride campajgn
sullered llom low voter tumout. and
Public Health South officiais beti€v€d
results !'do not necessarily rcflect the
vielvs ofthe majority ofthe commun-
i f" ,  she said."Ifthe communitv as a tvhote is not
well informed, one or more intercst
groups may significantly i nfluence the

"The scientjfic argrments relatine
to fluolidation arc conpLex and jt ii
the view of Publ ic Health South that
the arguments can be easily ctouded
0y emotive publicitv."

Instead, her report recommended
consultation through printed and tele,
phone surveys and focus ErouDs - as
with the coxncil's rubbish-sur-viy - as-most r ikely to give a representat ive

The process should also be seDar-
ated from the council s longt;rm
councLl cornmunjfy plan (LTCCP) pro-
cess. she recommended.
- PHs__medrcal of f icer of health Dr
JOnn Hotmes, who is overseas. and
PHS s€njor pubLic health denhst Dr
Dorothy Boyds could not be reached
ror comment yesterday.

RESIDENTS across Dunedin mav be
asked to decid€ on th€ future oathe
city's fluoridated water supply, des-
prtre concerns a refercndum coutd be
hilacked bv "extreme" interests.

The option ofcity wide comultation
on the chemical's use in drinkine
water, vhich aims to prevent tootfi
decay, rs among several oDtions to be
considered bythe Dunedin Citv Coun-
cil on November S.

Howeler,  a repod by councrl  pol jcy
team msnager Nicola Johnston. to so
before councillors at next week:s
meeting, warned of potential fish-
hooks assocjated with relyjng on the
resu[s oI a telerenclum

Dunedir City CouDcillors were
invited to the meetine. althoush
only cI Fliss Butcher fronted iD
and fiv€ pui in apologles. Howevei,
counclUors were given shoft nohce
about the meetjng and he was asked
to organjs€ another meetine at a
t ime 1.hich wouLd suit  them, Mr

There was a feeling councillors
$er€ _not Jjstening and people
wanred more dtaLogxe with them
about the issue, he said.

Councillorc wiil be discussins a
recommendation to allow for Dutlic
input about extendins f luondat ion
to non-fluoridated warer suDDlies
thrcugb the next annual ph; and
rong-term council communit! Dlan
on November 3

Mosgiel Taieri Communitv Board
members have indicated to councrl
tley would lik€ to see a referendum
held in the town before there was
any move to change to ftuo datjon
of the water supply.

discontin ed aLtoseth€r.
The cost oIconsu]tat ion could ranse

from $44,500 to $f40.000, depending 6n

The reporl follows a decision bv the
council's infrastmcture services iom,
mitte€, earlier this month. suDDortins
consultation with rcsidents tlrouei
the LTCCP process

The meeting saw heated debate
t'etrveed councillors, Cr Fliss Butcher
eyoked memodes of thalidomide while
waming against "mass medication,, bv'men in whitecoats, whrle CrMrchael
cu€st derided lluoride opponents as''akrn to quacks and snake oil
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ORGANISERS of a Mosgiet pubtic
meetlng about fluoridatjon were"pl€asanUy.surpr jsed'  at  a strong
rurnour and even morc suroris€d
t|hen peopte asked rhem toormnise
a third m€etin8 about the isslre.

Co-o4aniser Dennis Enrisht
about ?0 people attended Tuesda;,s
meeting, which \aas oreanised after
people had to be turned away from
a prevlous meetjng two weeks
earl ier.  Organtsers had been caueht
shorl then, when at least 100 Deo;le
turned up and they Ian out of;ittine
and standing space for more.

When people started tatkins.
aboutthree meetings in a row, evei
he was taked aback at hov much
sertiment there was about the
issue, Mr Enright said."PeopLe were overwhelminslv
opposed to the idea of fluoridatia;
and vondering what coutd be

Ministry of Health chief dental
olficer Dr Robin Whr.nan said when
contacted the ministry had no policv
on referendums, as it is uD tt ea(t
Iocal autho ty to decide how best to
consuit witb their community,'.

Counci l lors at next weeks m€etms
would b€ asked to decide whethc;
consultalion was targeted sufleyrng
onry resroenrs ln areas not vet receiv-
ing fluoridated water - or citv-ivide.

Councillors would also deed t
decide which of t {o oDtions $outd be
put fonvard for publ iaconsuttat ion -
whether to continue existing fluod-
dation, and introduce the che;ical to
untreated water supplies, or whether
or not fluoridation should be


