Dental clinics Yes – back-door lobbying No
Health advocacy group Fluoride Action Network commends the construction of effective dental treatment facilities in Southland. “Dental care standards have waned woefully over recent decades. This initiative begins to restore our oral health care to the shining example it once was,” says spokesperson Mark Atkin.
“It is sad, however, to hear puppet Minister Peter Dunne continuing to flog the dead horse of water fluoridation.” Most councils in NZ, and most countries in the world, do not fluoridate their water. “Tooth decay rates are at the same low level with or without fluoridation. This is shown by Ministry of Health national figures,” points out Mr Atkin.
In fact Ministry of Health figures show that tooth decay has been declining in unfluoridated areas, but increasing in fluoridated areas, over the last few years.

“Contrary to Mr. Dunne’s claim, the 2009 Oral Health Survey did not prove anything about fluoridation. In fact, the Ministry cannot provide a single piece of original scientific data from this Survey. The Survey was just a propaganda piece, rehashing old unreliable claims. The claim of 70% benefit is just not credible - even the most ardent overseas promoters do not pretend it is anything like this,” notes Mr Atkin.
“Reference to “massive decay ‘craters’” in teeth is a standard tear-jerking tactic. Why do the unfluoridated parts of Wellington and Auckland have less decay than the fluoridated parts? Where are the “craters”?, Mr Atkin asks, pointing out “No amount of fluoride can help this – it is just poor oral hygiene.”
“If the Government wants to improve oral health, it should use the $1.25 million allocated for a “back-door lobbying” group, co-ordinated by Wellington Regional Public Health, and build more clinics with it. That would make a real difference, instead of adding more toxic industrial waste to the public water supply in the pretense it reduces tooth decay,” Mr Atkin concludes.
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Tena koutou, and good morning.
I am delighted to be here today to celebrate the commitment and effort of all involved in improving the oral health of the children and teenagers of the Southland region.
However, before I talk about this new clinic and the Government and Southern DHB’s plans to improve oral health, I wish to acknowledge the work that has brought us to this point today. 
It has been a long time in the making. 
This day has been made possible by the leadership of Southern DHB and, most importantly, the support and input of this community.
I would also like to make special mention of the late Irene McGregor, who generously bequeathed money through her estate to support the building of a third surgery in this clinic.
There are other acknowledgements I must make.
First, to the Gore Health Trust for providing the land for this clinic.
To Mr Karl Metzler, from Gore Health Trust, and Dr Tim Mackay, from Southern DHB, who provided the vision and inspiration that has made this clinic an example of how communities, the private dental sector and the public system can work together to deliver a better oral health service for New Zealanders.
And also to the private dentist, Dr Chris Grubb, with Birch Lane Dental Limited, who will be working here at the clinic.
In terms of the bigger picture, today is the realisation of one aspect of the Government’s nationwide programme to improve oral health services for our children and teenagers.
Throughout the country, the Government has committed nearly $116 million of capital funding along with more than $30 million each year in additional operating funding for DHBs to re-invest in delivering better child and teenage oral health services. 
We are beginning to see new fixed clinics and mobile facilities up and running all around the country.
In this region, we will see three more clinics opening shortly in Oamaru, Balclutha and Alexandra. 
Construction will also begin later this year on clinics in Mosgiel and South Dunedin.
These and the other clinics in the region will be supported by seven fully equipped mobile dental units delivering the same level of service as the fixed-site clinics. 
You may have seen two of these mobile clinics already operating in your communities. 
Two more mobile clinics will arrive later this year and the remaining three in 2012.
This is by far the largest investment in oral health facilities in the Southland area since 2004 when the Ministry of Education built the dental clinics at Waihopai School and Fernworth Primary School. 
Before that, I am told, the last major investment by the community in health facilities was in May 1999 when Gore Hospital very near here was opened.
All of which brings me back to the clinic we are opening today.
This Birch Lane Dental Clinic is the third and largest of nine new fixed-site dental clinics that will be up and running in the Southland area by 2012. 
This dental clinic here in Gore will provide a comprehensive oral health service for our young people from birth to 18 years of age. 
It will serve, in total, over 2800 pre-schoolers, primary school children and teenagers from 20 surrounding schools and seven pre-schools in this area.
The dentists and dental therapists in our public system will be working in partnership with the private dentist at this clinic. 
This arrangement will allow us to provide, to this community, advanced support and seamless patient ‘journeys’ through the dental system.
It is also excellent that this clinic is co-located here with the Gore Hospital and the general practice. 
This allows the service to work well together with WellChild and other primary health care providers and reminds us that our general health and wellbeing is linked directly with the health of our oral health. 
These modern facilities will enable the clinicians who work in this new clinic to better diagnose oral health problems and make better treatment decisions. 
They will be able to provide a higher standard of care that reflects their dedication and professionalism. 
These working arrangements will also provide them better collegial support for each other.
Today is not only about opening this new clinic. It is also about acknowledging the many people who have supported this new clinic, and the hard-work and dedication of our clinical staff. 
It is also about acknowledging the important part each one of us has in ensuring the oral health of the children and teenagers for whom we are responsible. 
It is about leadership and setting a positive example for our young people to follow.
For its part, Southern DHB will make the appointment process more responsive to the needs of parents, caregivers, families and whanau to access care. 
I am told that the children and teenagers in the Gore region have very high levels of dental decay in the Southern region. 
While this clinic is a good start, the clinic itself will not address this problem. 
Some communities in other parts of this country have chosen to use optimally fluoridated drinking water in the battle against dental decay. 
The 2009 NZ Oral Health Survey shows that children and teenagers living in areas without optimally fluoridated drinking water have 70 percent more decayed dental surfaces than their counterparts living in fluoridated areas. 
We need to consider the real human pain and suffering that underlies this statistic. 
I am told that the hospital dental service here often treats teenagers with massive decay “craters” in their teeth. 
Therefore I encourage this community to consider the benefits of public health measures, such as water fluoridation, to fight dental decay in order that we can improve our young people’s quality of life.
It is also important that families and whanau play their part in supporting children and teenagers to develop good oral health habits that will give them a great start in life. 
As adults, we all know what we should do to protect our teeth, such as daily brushing with fluoridated toothpaste and flossing, and cutting back on sugary foods and fizzy drinks that can cause dental decay. 
Our children need to see us doing these things so that they will as well.
Parents, caregivers, families and whanau are encouraged to attend appointments with their children here at the Gore clinic, and to bring along all their children. 
This is where the extended opening hours of the new clinic here can really come to the fore. 
By involving parents, caregivers, families and whanau in the care that our clinicians deliver, we can then, together, really begin to improve outcomes for the family and whanau, for both young and old, and for our future generation of New Zealanders.
Thank you. Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa.
ENDS
 
