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Reliability of evidence in
fluoride debate queried

I MUST congratulate Tftr Sro,'
newspaper for giving both sides
of the fluoride debate rcom to
epress their views.

Other local papers seem to
censor (oh, sorry, I mean
abridge) letten ftom people
who optrnse fluoridatio4 if in
fact they get printed at all.

Dr Dorothy Boyd recentb
stated in a closeddoor fluoride
presentation any statistical
information between Mosgiet
and Dunedin would not be
reliable girn it was anecdotal
evidence that had not been
peer-rwiewed or published.

Dr Boyd also stated that the
fuues would be too small to
dmw any real @nclusion on
artificial fluodde, yet this
information s€ems to haye
made the ftont page of a local
pawr (Otago Daily Tmes,
November 4).

I arn left feeling a litde
confised. Mayte Dr Boyd could
clariry for me . . . either the

anecdotal widence ftom Mos-
giel cao be relied oq or it
cannot. If it camot please @uld
you inform me of the reason
why the dental lotby se€ ft to
publicise [it]?

- Olive McRae
Fhnride Adion Network
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[Abridged - Ed]

REPLY: I an concemed
about the rep€ated misinterp
retations of my staffs cornments
which also appear to cast aslEr-
sions on thet professional and
persoDal integrity.

As employe€s of Public
Health South their job is to
"impro\r'e, promote, protecf ' the
health of people living in Otago
and Southland - they have no
other agenda

We are fortunate highly
qr2lified health professionals

chose to work for us because of
their personal values when they
could eam substamially more
workiag for other organisatioos.

As group manager of hrblic
Ilealtb South I hare decided we
will no longer reply to cor*
pondence ofthis natwe because
in my view it uofa y targets
staff just tyitrg to do fieir best
in thei job and for all of us who
live in the South,

There is an overwhelming
body of local and jntemational
widence supporting fluori-
dation as a safe and effective
means of imFo/ing oral health.

- Pip Sterean
Ptlblb H6lth Sdd,
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