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Thumbs down to fluoride
Kaitaia and Kaikohe participants in a Far North District Council fluoridation survey have rejected fluoridation of their water supplies.
Of the 816 responses received, a total of 327 demonstrated support for fluoridation and 489 declared their opposition. In Kaitaia there were 231 votes in support and 298 against, while in Kaikohe 96 votes were in support and 191 against.

The council sent out around 5000 fluoridation forms to water bill payers and occupiers in both communities in late March-early April, asking people to tick one of two options – either that they supported fluoridation of council owned water supplies, or they opposed it.
The targeted survey of one form per household closed on April 30 and the votes have since been collated and independently assessed.
The results will be considered by the council during its annual plan deliberations on May 26 and 27. In February this year, the council resolved that it would abide by the majority vote.
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